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Abstract

The project goal is for a two-person education team, consisting of Erich Henry Kuball and Brian Dwiggins, to travel by bicycle from the northern-most accessible point of North America to the southernmost tip of South America.  The central objective is to bring a new dimension to classroom studies in rural Alaskan classrooms.  Aided by the World Wide Web we will provide multimedia resources to anchor thematic instruction in several Alaskan educational content areas.  We will achieve this by filing live interactive reports from the field to the classroom, establishing classroom contacts, developing permanent teacher resources.  The expedition will begin in Deadhorse, Alaska in June 2001 and terminate in southern Argentina in May 2002.

Our project poses significant value for lesson planning in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies, geography, information technology and science.  Coordinating this journey with classroom activities will provide excellent opportunities to creatively assist our students in gaining proficiency in the Alaska State Performance and Content Standards.  We intend to lower geographic barriers that tend to isolate Alaskan students, by applying state standards in real life situations.  For school districts not served by a road system we will present a rare, up-close and personal study focus as their Alaskan representatives across two continents and fifteen countries.
During the travel phase, Alaskan schoolteachers of all grades will be invited to choose from several participation formats and integrate our resources into their standards based units of instruction. Upon completion, a chronological digital record will be placed on CD with an accompanying study guide and will be made available to schools in electronic format for use in the classroom. Using digital information technology we will continually update the project website for student access. 

The Kuspuk School District, in which Erich Henry Kuball serves as the sole Guidance Coordinator, covers over 12,000 square miles.  It includes eight villages, accessible only by air and river travel.    The residents, over 90% Yup’ik Eskimo, have a regional economy based on subsistence fishing, hunting, and gathering.  This presents unique challenges to the classroom teacher.   Opportunities for field trips out of the region are rare and costly. The project timeline coincides with the entire school year calendar, allowing for an ongoing instructional theme.  By personalizing this project and communicating directly with students this creates a very contextualized construct.  Our objective is to bring the outside world into a meaningful perspective by taking students along with us using technology.

Prior to departure we will publish our project to the state education community and provide guidance on how to participate and access our resource database.  During the travel portion the team will collect and file oral reports and digital imagery, speak live with classroom audiences, and make regular upgrades to the project website.  Teachers and students will be invited to post question and comments.  The primary post travel objective will be to develop a record of the journey for use with a study guide to be made available to fellow educators.
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